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Board of Directors 
President: 

Melia Reed 
V.P. Vocations: 

Jim & Jennifer Stevens 
V.P. Membership: 

Bob & Arlane Sponaugle 
V.P. Programs: 

Tony & Eileen Benvegnu 
V.P. Communications: 

Mary Lou Purello 
Treasurer: 

Charlie Garland 
Secretary: 

Kay Nelson 
Chaplain: 

Father Felix Osanna 
Trustees: 

Diddy Muck, Donna Rueby 
Sandie Taylor 
Shalom Rep: Doug Reed 
Newsletter: Mary Lou  Purello 

Meetings: 
4th Monday of the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass,Humble, TX  

6:30 Social,  7:00 Dinner 

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.”  Pope Francis

St. Martha Mary & Lazarus, St. Philip the Apostle, St. Leo the Great, St. Mary Magdatlene, St. John of the Cross, St. Dominic

Serra Club Northeast of Houston

Volume 5, Issue 10

April 2019

ALWAYS 

FORWARD

The May meeting will NOT be held at Italiano’s.  Instead we 
will all attend the Installation of  Officers at St. Mary’s Seminary 
on May 25. 

Rev. Phil "Skip" Negley, will be our guest speaker on 
April 22.  Do not miss this dynamic speaker.

Serra Meeting News

A P R I L  2 1

ADOPT A SEMINARIAN/RELIGIOUS UPDATE 
Teams have been hard at work with their “adoptees”.  Letters of 
introduction have been sent, prayers, Masses and Rosaries 
offered, Cards sent to celebrate anniversaries and birthdays, 
some seminarians, were taken to lunch or sent cookies and 
fruit, and others were sent warm socks and gift cards.   
All of these efforts have been appreciated.   

Please see page 5 for a list of our special religious. 
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Message from Our President 

A Message from the President 
	 Lent is a time of  personal reflection and growth in preparation of  the most profound 
celebration of  our Catholic experience: Jesus’ complete obedience to His Father’s will that 
earned redemptive salvation for each one of  us. During this time of  preparation we are 
asked to “up our game” and delve deeper into our faith journey. As a Serran, I feel the 
urge to take my love of  God, the Church, its sacraments, my faith and continual quest for 
greater personal holiness and extend my sense of  awe and appreciation to the men and 
women who totally dedicate their lives to God’s mission in a very special way. Do you?  
	 On the third Thursday each month our club goes to daily mass at one of  the parishes in 
our area. We do this first and foremost to experience the universal joy of  the Eucharistic 

celebration felt by the faithful in every parish. Our presence offers a measure of  support and builds a sense 
of  familiarity with the various priests. We wear our Serra shirts as an invitation to learn more about our 
apostolate to those present. Joining together and attending mass at other parishes brings us together a 
second time every month to remind us of  our purpose and joint mission as Serrans. If  you are unable to 
join us for this very special morning, I’d ask you to unite with us in prayer for the parish, priests and 
parishioners that we are visiting.  

We all recognize that there are two times of  the liturgical year that our priests are particularly busy: Advent/
Christmas and Lent/Easter. Please prayerfully consider adding your spiritual intentions to the Spiritual Bouquet that 
our club will be sending to each of  the people who have  dedicated their lives to the service God. It is a beautiful way 
to express our thanks and appreciation. 

Melia

Apr. 18 St.Martha 8:30 a.m. 4301 Woodridge Pkwy

May 16 St. Philip 8:30 a.m. 2308 3rd St. Huffman

June 20 St. Mary Magdalene 8:30 a.m. 527 S. Houston Ave, Humble

July 18 St. John of  the Cross 8:30 a.m. 20000 TX494 Loop, New Caney

Aug. 15 St. Leo 8:00 a.m. 2131 Lauder Rd
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MONTHLY  MEETING 
It is important to Nourish Our Souls with Fellowship and Friendship 

Christina shares a 
prayer said daily

ADORATION BY CANDLELIGHT AT 
ST. MARY’S SEMINARY

All who attended this special event was blessed 
with an amazing experience.   

If  only the unbelievable beautiful sounds could be captured. 
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MONTHLY  MEETING 
It is important to Nourish Our Souls with Fellowship and Friendship 

Thanks Kay for arranging 
this ride to St. Mary’s
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ADOPT A SEMINARIAN/
RELIGIOUS TEAMS 

Deacon Kingsley Nwoko Frater Lazarus

Betty & Charlie menard, Doug & Melia Reed, John & Pat 
Bush, Mary Lou Purello, Diddy Muck

Pre-Postulant Christina Girau Deacon David Michael Moses

Joe & Marybeth Philipp, Jim & Jennifer Stevens, Danny & 
Pam Miller, Bob & Arlane Sponaugle, Art & Emma Rocha

Nathan Davis

Peggy Angelino, Phil & Diane Applegate, Robin & Donna Rueby, 
Dan & Sandra Kidd

Patrick O’Brien Will Rooney

Rodney & Ruth Williamson, Bruce & 
Kathy Farmer, Tony & Eileen 
Benvegnu, Cissy Wilson

Jose Serrato

Ann Purcell, Irene Stokan, Terrell & Kay 
Nelson, Michael & Teresa O’Brien, Rit 
Girau

Chris MeyerJeremy Mann
Jack & Cathy Ward, Charlie & Dee 
Anna Garland, Mark & Maggie Halleck, 
Gary & Gelly Estess

Alexander Gutierrez

Picture 
not 

available

Ryan Rivera

John & Karen Ehlig, Porter & Sandie Taylor, Larry & Lynn Lucas, 
Maria Castro
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N E W S W O R T H Y

A NOTE FROM CHRISTINA GIRAU 
Thank you so much for welcoming me and giving me the chance to speak at the Serra Club. I have yet to find a more welcoming 
group of  men and women who have so openly supported my vocation! It was a special blessing for me to be there with you all and I 
hope to come again soon! Your support has been so greatly appreciated both for helping with flights to Connecticut and for the 
GIVEN conference.  

A little bit about the conference that I'll be attending in June. GIVEN is a Catholic Leadership forum for young women held by 
notable current Catholic women leaders. I am participating in the general discernment track where I hope to be formed by both 
religious and lay women who hold leadership positions in the Church and have the opportunity to seek their guidance and support in 
my own religious discernment. The forum will take place at Catholic University and will have times of  lectures, discussion and 
small groups as well as prayer and the sacraments. As I prepare to enter religious life this August, I wanted to attend GIVEN as a 
way to prepare for my future as a young woman in the church and to receive mentorship and training in leadership specifically. I 
hope by attending GIVEN I can grow in these areas and that it will enable me to give back to the Church in whatever way God 
wills.  
Please pray for me as I enter into a long retreat with the sisters from March 15-24. Please pray for my family as well.  
You are all in my prayers! 

With the Joy of  His Heart, 
Christina 

The judges completed their most 
difficult task and two students were 
the winners of  the Prayer Contest.  
Congratulations to all the students 
who entered the Vocation Prayer Contest.  Two 7th 
grade students, Avery Richter, and Caden Laskowski, 
were chosen as the winners.  All students who entered the 
contest were given a certificate and the two winners were 
given a very special rosary blessed at the Holy Land.  
Thank you Jim and Jennifer Stevens for your efforts. 

This Certificate of  

Appreciation and Recognition 
is Presented to 

______________________________________ 
a ____ Grade Student at 

 St. Martha Catholic School, Kingwood, Texas 
   for Writing and Submitting a Blessed 

  Prayer for Vocations  
 in the 2019 Prayer Contest 

March 27, 2019 

St. Martha Catholic School                                                     Serra Club Northeast of Houston 

___________________________                                                         ________________________________ 
[Title]                                                                                                          President
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For more information about the Serra Club Northeast of  Houston, please contact, President, Melia Reed, 
meliareed5303@gmail.com.   
To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra information, please contact Newsletter Editor,      
Mary Lou Purello, marylou0038@icloud.com. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS 

After 8:30 a.m. daily Mass, Adoration of  the Blessed Sacrament, displayed until 9:00 p.m. at St. Mary Magdalene 
in Humble, and also at St. Philip the Apostle in Huffman, after the 8:30 Mass each Friday. 
Tues. April 9 Adoration and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament following the 7:00 p.m. Mass at St. Martha 
Friday, April 12 Adoration and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament following the 8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Martha 
Sunday, April 14, Palm Sunday 
Thurs. April 18, , Mass at St. 8:30 a.m., St. Martha, 4301 Woodridge Pkwy 
Sunday, April 21, Easter Sunday 
Monday,  April 27,  Serra Monthly meeting at Italiano’s, 6:30 p.m. - Father Sip Negley guest speaker 
Looking ahead dates: 

Saturday, May 25, Serra Installation, St. Mary’s Seminary 
Saturday, May 25, Transitional Diaconate Ordination 
Saturday, June 1, Priestly Ordination (David Michael Moses, Kingsley Nwoko)  
July 26-28, Archdiocesan Youth Conference 

Keep our fellow Serrans in your 
prayers 

Joseph Cook, father of  Donna Rueby, 
died March 10 
Dee Quinn as she recovers from a 
serious illness 

Happy prayers for the health of  Tony and Eileen’s 
new grandchild, Jacob Lee Beard, born February 26 

 

2 - Sr. Jacinta Nwagwu, Daughters of Divine Love 
8 - Sr. Francisca Okwara, Daughters of Divine Love 
12 - Seminarian Ryan Rivera, St. Joseph Seminary 
12 - Father Michael Applegate, St. Michael the Archangel 
16 - Diddy Muck 
17 - John Bush 
18 - Joe Sullivan 
20 - Bishop George Sheltz, Chancery Office  
21-Deacon John Barfield, St. Martha

April Birthdays

“Say ‘YES’ to whatever God is asking you to do right now.” 
Matthew Kelly

mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
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Serran Prayer for Vocations 
O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the 
saints, an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for 
souls through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, 
God forever and ever.  

Amen.

Serrans Called to Holiness

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily.   Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

O Sacred Heart of Jesus, I have asked you for many favors, but I plead for this one, take it, place it 
in your open broken heart, and when the eternal father sees it covered with the mantle of your most 
precious blood, he will not refuse it, it is not my prayer, but yours, O Sacred Heart of Jesus, I place 

my trust in you.  Sacred Heart of Jesus I believe in your love for me. 
Apostles of the Sacred Heart of Jesus

LORD of  the Harvest,  

BLESS young people with the gift of  courage to respond to your call. 
Open their hearts to great ideals, to great things. 
  
INSPIRE all of  your disciples to mutual love and giving— 
for vocations blossom in the  
good soil of  faithful people. 

INSTILL those in religious life, parish  
ministries, and families with the confidence  
and grace to invite others to embrace  
the bold and noble path of  a life  
consecrated to you. 

UNITE us to Jesus through prayer and sacrament, 
so that we may cooperate  
with you in building your reign of  mercy  
and truth, of  justice and peace. Amen. 

Pope Francis 


